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    ADAR- NISAN-IYAR  5781                                                                            MARCH - APRIL 2021 

 

GOOD BY WINTER, HELLO SPRING 

HAPPY MARCH/APRIL  

BIRTHDAY TO 

Jackie Schein 

Aaron Toledano 

Ann Dairman 

Iris Gang 

Elaine Kramer 

Sid Kanter 

 

HAPPY MARCH/APRIL  

ANNIVERSARY TO 

 

Elinor & Marty Alboum 

THANK YOU  TO IRMA  

BIRNBAUM FOR HER GENER-

OUS CONTRIBUTION IN  

MEMORY OF  

BELOVED 

 FATHER AND OUR DEAR-

FRIEND, MAX 

 

THANK YOU TO DR. 

 ELLIOTT SUSSSMAN  FOR HIS 

GENEROUS CONTRIBUTION IN 

HONOR OF JACKIE AND  ART 

SCHEIN 

Thank you to Cantor Irving 

Cohen for his generous do-

nation to the CJC and his 

dedicated service to the 

Center these past many 

years.  We wish you much 

happiness in your new 

home in Tuscon, Arizona.  
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SCHEDULE OF RELIGIOUS SERVICES 

IF CONDUCTED INSIDE THE CENTER 

 
 

Minyan, Monday & Thursday…………... 8:00am 

Friday Evenings…………………………...7:30pm 

Saturday Morning………………………...9:00am 

Sunday Minyan……………………………8:30am 

 

Friday night ZOOM services at 7:30pm will re-

place the above schedule if we are not at the  

Center 

 

CANDLELIGHTING TIME 

 
Fri. March  5                                   5:34pm 

Fri. March  12                                     5:42pm   

Fri. March  19                                     6:49pm 

Fri. March  26                                     6:57pm 

Fri. April 2                                         7:04pm 

Fri. April 9                                          7:12pm  

Fri. April 16                                        7:19pm 

Fri. April 23     7:26pm 

Fri. April 30th    7:34pm 

SPECIAL EVENTS 

 
Fri. March 5th ,12th 7:30pm  ZOOM Shabbat Service 

19th ,26th 

 

Sat. March 6th  9:30am Shabbat  Services in  

   Sanctuary Please call Rabbi Mark 

   If attending 

 

Sun.March 7th  10:00am ZOOM Board of Directors 

   Mtg 

 

Thurs. March 25th Fast of the First Born 

   PM Search for Chametz 

 

Sat. March 27th Erev Passover  

   1st Seder 

 

Sun.  March 28th 9:30am Ist Day of Passover Zoom 

   Service Second Seder  Possible service 

   in Sanctuary.  Please call the Rabbi  

   To attend in person 

 

Fri. April 2nd  7:30pm ZOOM Shabbat Services 

9th,16th,23rd,30th  

 

Sun. April 4th  9:30amYizkor  -8th day of Passover 

   Zoom service.  Possible  service 

   in Sanctuary.  Please call the Rabbi 

   to attend 

 

Sun. April 11th 10:00am CJC Book Club  “The

   Silent Patient” by Alex Michaeldes

  

 

Sun. April 25th 10:00am ZOOM  Board of Directors 

   Mtg 
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RABBI’S MESSAGE 

              WHAT IS A SYNAGOGUE? 

 
 

Depending on where you live and where you belong, a synagogue can be many things.  Many syna-

gogues are called Jewish Centers, where the goal is for the synagogue to be the center of Jew3ish life 

in the community as it used to be.  As such, there are synagogues that contain full gyms, swimming 

pools, workout rooms, meeting rooms, catering facilities, schools, youth and adult education pro-

grams and the list goes on.  Notice, that  I did not include the fact that a synagogue is a place to pray.  

And, the reason I did not include it is that for the overwhelming majority of Conservative and Re-

form Jews, the last thing that they do in a synagogue is pray.  And when they do, it is often for Rosh 

Hashana and even then, cut to one day (two days is just too much) and Yom Kippur and then for just 

a small part of the day. 

 

Let’s get real.  Some people like to take part in synagogue activities noted above.  Other people get 

their jollies by being on the Board of a synagogue, but the very last things that they do is to join in a 

minyan so that the synagogue can serve the primary purpose of its very existence.  One need only 

look at the boards of synagogues, where some board members are literally strangers when it comes to 

services.  Numerous requests are sent out for people to come to services so that we can have a minyan, 

so that someone who needs to recite Kaddish can do so.  Some people come to shul to say Kaddish but 

when the time is up we do not see them again until the High Holidays. 

 

Things are not going to get any easier here at the CJC.  Some of our regular minyan attendees have 

taken ill and will no longer be able to make it on anything resembling a regular basis.  Others, unfor-

tunately have passed away.  Our demographics are not very promising. We run services every Friday 

night on ZOOM, one does not have to leave their house, or drive in bad weather,  to be there.  Yet, we 

only get between 12 and 17 people.  Once we had 25 attendees largely due to a group of Martine’s sin-

gles.  And by the way, we have also lost Cantor Irving Cohen who has moved to Arizona perma-

nently.   Some people that attend are no longer local.  For example, one person tunes in from Pennsyl-

vania-where she now lives– and I do appreciate her presence on line.  In fact, I appreciate the pres-

ence of anyone who joins our services.  We have a strong nucleus of regulars, but it would be nice to 

greet some newer faces.  A good part of the service is in English and there is  member participation 

even in Hebrew.  One member does a great job of singing the Lecha Dodi each Friday night.  Last 

Friday when she could not attend, others joined in.  That was very inspiring. 

 

Our once a month Shabbat morning minyan had to be postponed because we have only 12-14 people 

registered and some people could not make that date.  Believe me, it is totally safe to join us.  We have 

a large sanctuary, we are socially distancing, wear masks, have  air purifiers turned on and have 

plenty of sanitizer.  The sanctuary is not used between those Shabbat mornings.  We have no sermon 

and we conclude services in 1.5-1.75 hours.  The next date is Saturday March 6th at 9:30am.  Please 

call if you would like to attend. 

 

I sent out a request if we could have services in the sanctuary on the 1st and last day of Passover.  

Please send back your response as soon as possible so we can plan accordingly. 

 

Lastly, I want to thank the people who do sign in to our Kabalat Shabbat service and those who come 

to our once a month in house Shabbat.  I look forward to greeting some new faces in the future. 

 

   Rabbi Bob                               
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                 PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

    

Dear Members, 

 

I hope  you are all doing well and that many of you have been able to get the COVID vaccine.  I know 

how difficult these last months have been and hope that a return to normalcy is coming soon.  We have 

been continuing our Friday night ZOOM service and hope more of you sign on to participate.  Many of 

us enjoyed and took part in an English reading of the Megillah on ZOOM to celebrate Purim.  Our Pu-

rim cards have been sent out and I want to thank everyone who participated in the fundraiser.  We are 

continuing a  once a month service at the Center on the first Shabbat of the month.  Hopefully we will be 

able to soon open the Center for more services. 

 

Passover will be here before long and we are planning a ZOOM service for the holiday.  Watch for infor-

mation about the services.  We will miss Cantor Irving Cohen, who has moved to Arizona to live with his 

son and his family.  Cantor Cohen prepared many children for their bar and bat mitzvahs, conducted 

services and was part of the Clifton Jewish Center for many years.  We wish him good health and a 

happy retirement in Arizona. 

 

We are planning another book club meeting on ZOOM and Betty Gochman has chosen a book that I 

think many of you would enjoy reading.  Our last discussion was very interesting and an enjoyable way 

to get together with others on ZOOM.  I am looking forward to when  we can safely meet at the Center 

to attend services, have meetings and special programs and have our book club. 

 

I hope you have a happy Passover and stay safe. 

 

Elinor Alboum 

     

                                    YAHRZEIT DONATIONS 

Through February 26, 2020 

 

The following have remembered their loved ones by donating to the Clifton Jewish Center.  If you would 

like to be reminded of the yahrzeit date of someone of blessed memory, please call the Center to add this 

information to your account. 

 

Iris & Mal Gang    Irving Cohen  Sylvia & Richard Ellin 

Nadine & LawrenceWeinberg  Bonnie Hart  Adina & Ron Nadel 

Shari Salkin     Sylvia Rubenstein Ann Siegelbaum 

Ely Marco     Elinor Danon  William Epstein 

Peggy & Alan Berko 
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                                                               A Word About Passover 

Selling Chametz:  One can clean their house till it sparkles, eat only 100% totally ko-

sher for Passover foods, come to shul every day and still not properly observe the holi-

day if they do not sell their Chametz.  One is not permitted to eat, use or own 

Chametz on Passover.  By completing the form below and submitting it on time, you 

can be assured that your Chametz will be sold legally and purchased back within one 

hour of the completion of Passover.  It is certainly an easy thing to do.   Why not do it 

now and know that your holiday can be observed in totality. 

SALE OF CHAMETZ 

Since we are prohibited from eating as well as owning chametz over Passover - this in-

cludes dishes, foodstuffs, use of dishwashers, etc. - it is a tradition to authorize Rabbi 

Bob Mark to act as your agent to sell the area that contains the chametz to a non-Jew 

for the duration of Passover.  Please tear off and mail form to Rabbi Bob Mark, 478 

Arthur Terrace Paramus, NJ 07652  before March 23rd. The sale will  actu-

ally be done early AM on March 24th   
 
 

SALE OF CHAMETZ FORM  Please add your email address so that Rabbi  can let 

you know it has been received.   

 

I hereby authorize Rabbi Bob Mark to act as my/our agent to sell all the chametz in 

my possession with a value of $____________.  Therefore, I donate_____________to 

the Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund (which gets distributed to charities or to individuals 

who are needy)  or to Rabbi Bob Mark which frankly is also given out to charity, just 

not through the CJC or to the CJC General fund.   Sadly there are several individuals 

who are in need of funds due to unemployment, illness or grossly insufficient income 

for their families,  Every little bit helps, no money is personally retained and more is 

added.   

 

Name_____________________________Address________________________________ 

Email_________________________________ 

For the duration of the Passover holiday from Saturday evening March 27th  through 

Sunday April 4th at 8:00pm. 

 

It is customary to give (Maot Chitim) charity to the poor for Passover, so although 

CJC needs funds, I hope you will consider making your check to one of the two charity 

funds.  Nothing stops you from making a second check to the CJC for the General 

Fund.  Be part of the mitzvah!! 

 

Rabbi Bob 
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      THOUGHTS FOR TODAY  

 

1. A recent study has found that women who carry a little extra weight live 

longer than men who mention it.   

 

2. Kids today don’t know how easy they have it.  When I was young I had to 

walk 9 feet through shag carpet to change the TV channel. 

 

3. I don’t mean to brag, but I finished my 14-day diet food in 3 hours and 20 

minutes. 

 

4. I love being over 65.  I learn something new every day and forget five oth-

ers.     

 

5. Ate salad for dinner.  Mostly croutons and tomatoes.  Really one big crou-

ton covered with tomato sauce and cheese. FINE it was a pizza. 

 

6. Senility will be a smooth transition for me. 

 

7. I may not  be that funny or athletic or good looking or smart or tal-

ented….I forgot where I was going with this. 

 

8. My goal for 2020 was to loose 20 pounds.  Only 15 to go. 

 

9. How to prepare Tofu 

   A. throw it in the garbage 

 B.  Grill some meat 

 

10. For those of us who grew up in the cold...Remember back when we were 

kids every time it was below zero outside they closed school?  Nah, me  

    either. 

 

11. Just remember, once you are over the hill, you begin to pick up speed.                          
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                           LOCATED IN THE SUSSMAN LOUNGE IS OUR                        

           BEAUTIFUL  TREE OF LIFE. 

The Tree of Life sculpture in  the above lounge was done by re-

nown synagogue artist Sanford Werfel.  The branches of the 

tree form the Hebrew words “Etz Chaim”.  The stones at the 

roots of the tree are symbolic of the twelve Tribes of Israel.    

Share the joy by inscribing your family Simchas on our syna-

gogue’s Tree of Life  The cost for a leaf is $150. Please call the 

office to place  your order. 

 

                                TRIBUTES…..Thank you for caring   

 

Center Family Notes     Center Family Notes 

Condolences to      Get Well to    
Carole Rothman & Family    Bill Frisch 
Amy Golden & Family 

Bob Nessoff & Family    General Fund 
Rebecca Zwiebel     Get Well to 

        Bill Frisch 

General Fund      By Karen & Michael Schutz 

Condolences to      By Iris & Mal  Gang 

Amy Golden      By Jackie & Art Schein 

By Iris & Mal Gang     By Aaron Toledano 

Farber Family      Michael Schutz 

By Jackie & Art Schein     By Barbara Klausner 

Geller  Family      By Jackie & Art Schein 

Jackie & Art Schein     Cantor IrvingCohen 

        By Jackie & Art Schein 

General Fund 

Congatulaions to 

Barbara Klausner 

On birth of new great grand daughter 

By Karen & Michael Schutz 

By Jackie & Art Schein 
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        SCHEDULE OF PASSOVER              

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Tuesday, March 23rd               Sunday , March 28th 

Chametz forms to Rabbi   1st Day of Pasover    

      2nd Seder                                     

Thursday, March 25th     

Fast of the First Born     

Search for Chametz after 8:00pm  Sunday, April 4th 

                                                      8th Day of Passover 

      Yiskor Memorial Services 

      We may eat Chametz after 8:00pm 

Saturday, March 27th         

Erev Passover 

1st Seder                                            

 

CJC BOOK CLUB PRESENTS 

“THE SILENT PATIENT” 

BY ALEX MICHAELDES  

SUNDAY, APRIL  11TH 

10:00am ZOOM 

        Link to be sent 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1st novel and it’s a humdinger.   A 

murder mystery told from the point 

of view of a psychotherapist who 

switches jobs so that he can try to 

help Alicia, the silent patient of the 

title.  This story is Hollywood bound. 

 


