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   WELCOME TO WINTER 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

HAPPY JAN/FEB 

BIRTHDAY TO 

 

Martine Jaffe 

Rabbi Bob Mark 

Elinor Alboum 

Peter Levine 

Leslie Levine 

HAPPY JAN/FEB 

ANNIVERSARY 

TO 

 

Leslie & Peter  

Levine 

Joan & Ken  

Levenstein 

MAZEL TOV TO   

ELAYNE EISENSTEIN 

WINNER OF OUR 

CHANUKAH  

RAFFLE 

AMERICAN  

EXPRESS GIFT CARD 

THANK YOU TO 

MARA LEVINE AND 

STEWART MARKUS 

FOR THE  

WONDERFUL  

ENTERTAINMENT 

AT OUR  

CHANUKAH PARTY 
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VOL. XLXVV I No. 3                JAN. - FEB. 2023 

 

SCHEDULE OF RELIGIOUS SERVICES 

 

Friday evening  Jan. 6,  13,  20, 27   7:30pm 

ON ZOOM        Feb. 3 10, 17, 24      7:30pm 

 

Saturday mornings       Jan. 7, 21     9:30am 

In person in Sanctuary Feb. 4,  18   9:30am 
 

CANDLELIGHTING  TIME 

 
Fri. Jan.   6      4:25pm 

Fri. Jan.   13      4:33pm 

Fri. Jan.   20                   4:41pm 

Fri. Jan. 27      4:49pm 

Fri. Feb.   3      4:58pm 

Fri. Feb.   10      5:06pm 

Fri. Feb.  17      5:15pm 

Fri. Feb.  24                      5:23pm 

                                     SPECIAL EVENTS 

Mon. Jan. 16th Martin Luther King Day 

 

Sun. Jan. 22nd 10:00am CJC Book Club 

   In the upstairs Wenger Lounge 

   “The Book of Lost Names” 

 

Sun. Jan. 29th 10:00am Board of Directors 

   Mtg. in upstairs Wenger  

   Lounge 

   

Sun. Feb  5th or 19th 10:00am Brunch featuring  a 

   talk about Rabbi Bob’s trip to  

   Israel and the UAE.  Date to be 

   determined 

 

Mon. Feb. 20th Presidents’ Day 

 

Sun. Feb. 26th 10:00am Board of Directors 

                         Mtg. in upstairs Wenger  

 

 

 

 

WELCOME TO THE CJC 

 BOOK CLUB 

 ON SUNDAY, JANUARY 22, 2023  

AT 10:00AM 

  THE CJC BOOK CLUB 

WILL MEET IN THE UPSTAIRS  

WENGER LOUNGE TO  REVIEW 

“The Book of Lost Names” 

By Kristan Harmel 

Books will be available at the 

 Allwood Library 

 YOUR  SAFETY IS  OUR PRIMARY CONCERN 

  

If there is snow on the  ground, icy conditions 

or a storm predicted   

SATURDAY SERVICES WILL BE CANCELED 

If possible, a phone tree will go out to inform you of 

cancellations.  
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   RABBI’S MESSAGE 

     WE CAN DO IT! 

Dear Friends. 

 

This past Shabbat (Dec.17) was a true high spot for me, for our hard-

working President and for our synagogue.  We not only had a minyan, 

but we came very close to two minyanim.  We have not had so many people in shul since 

the High Holidays.  In fact, I had to go out to the closet and bring in extra Chumashim so 

that everyone could take one. 

 

Last week’s message for Shabbat and Chanukah included a very real warning that if we 

did not continue to get a minyan, then we would simply not have a shul.  Unfortunately, 

we have a real shortage of members who are able to attend in person so a very real effort 

to assure that those who are able to come, is required.  What completely shocked me is 

that two members thought that the preface to my message related to coming to shul was 

 specifically directed to them because the word YOU, was in capes.  Believe me, the last 

thing I would do is send out a Shabbat/Holiday message that is individually addressed to 

each member. 

 

What apparently resulted from that message was the fact that a few people  made an  

effort to attend.  We had three people who will not be coming again, Eleanor Miller who is 

moving away and her son and grand daughter.  We also had a visitor who visits his family 

in Clifton and comes to the CJC when he is in town and when we have services.  That left 

14 people connected to the CJC, not a lot, but more than sufficient to fill the requisite 

number of people for a minyan.  My hope is that all those who are able to attend, will 

make the effort so that we can continue with our Shabbat Minyan. 

 

Another upbeat thing I noticed is that on our Friday night Zoom service, more people are 

able to join in the singing as they have either learned it by rote or have improved their  

Hebrew reading skills.  90% of the service is also read in English so everyone that attends 

completely understands the prayers.  Special thanks to Chuck Adrian and Ann Dairman 

for connecting with our Zoom service while on vacation in Aruba.  Zoom services are easy 

to attend, you do so right from your living room or kitchen or the room of your choice.  

We look forward to seeing you on line! 

 

Gale and I wish everyone a happy, healthy and prosperous (secular) New Year.  May it 

usher in a year which sees a reduction in Anti-Semitism and crime. May it bring some 

sunshine into the lives of just about everyone who has gone through a tough time between 

the Covid Pandemic, Insane inflation and lack of in person socialization. 

 

Rabbi Bob 
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     PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

 

Dear Members, 

 

I hope you and your family had a happy Chanukah and are starting off the new 

year on a happy and healthy note. Several weeks ago we celebrated Chanukah 

with a party at the Center, the first since Covid.  Everyone enjoyed the entertain-

ment, the desserts and the latkes.  Just being able to socialize with friends made for a wonderful  

afternoon.  We hope to have more events in the coming year and look forward to seeing you at the 

Center. 

 

We are continuing our Friday night service on ZOOM and our in-person Shabbat services on the 

first and third Saturday of the month.  It is very important to maintain a minyan at these services in 

order to keep the Clifton Jewish Center a viable synagogue.  Please join us for these services.  Your 

participation will be greatly appreciated. 

 

Betty Gochman has chosen a very interesting book for our next book club meeting.  Check out the 

information in the Bulletin and join us for a lively discussion. 

 

If you have some ideas about a program that would be of interest to our members, please let me 

know.  Hopefully we will have an easy Winter, weather wise and will be able to plan some activities 

for our members. 

 

Elinor 

 

  

      

 

     FIVE LITTLE STORIES 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(1) Once all villagers decided to pray for rain.  On the day of prayer all the people gathered, but only one 

boy came with an umbrella.   That’s FAITH 

 

(2) When you throw a baby in the air, she laughs because she knows you will catch her. That’s TRUST 

 

(3) Every night we go to bed, without any assurance of being alive the next morning, but still we set the 

alarm clock to wake up.  That’s HOPE 

 

(4) We plan big things for tomorrow in spite of zero knowledge  of the future. That’s CONDFIDENCE 

 

(5) We see the world suffering, but still we get married and have children. That’s LOVE 
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GENERAL FUND  

In Memory of 

Henry Poller 

   By Elaine Eisenstein 

David Diamond 

   By Ann Dairman 

    

 

            

 

 

 

 

GENERAL FUND 

Mal Gang 

Mazel tov on grandson Spenser’s 

many accomplishments 

  By Karen & Michael Schutz  

Samantha & Yonah Erlichman 

In honor of the birth of daughter 

Maya 

   By Beth & Emry Egyed 

 

CENTER FAMILY NOTES 

Congratulations To 

 Mal Gang 

on the sale of his home 

Spenser Berghahn 

On being voted into the National 

Honor Society and completing his 

Fire Department training. 

Jamie Schutz 

On winning an Emmy for “When 

Claude Got Shot” 

Sam Krantzow 

Mazel Tov on turning 100! 

CENTER FAMILY NOTES 

Birthday Celebrants 

January: 

Martine Jaffe 

Rabbi Bob Mark 

Happy Anniversary to  

  Leslie and Peter Levine 

 

February: 

Elinor Alboum 

Peter Levine 

Leslie Levine 

 

 

    

 

 

 

      TRIBUTES…..THANK YOU FOR CARING              

 

    

 

 

  

    

 

 

 

  

 

    

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank You to 

Mal Gang for his  

dedicated  and devoted  

service to the Center 

We will miss your guidance 

 Best Wishes on your new 

home 

YAHRZEIT DONATIONS 

(THROUGH DECEMBER 20, 2022) 

            The following have remembered their loved ones by donating to the  

                                                     Clifton Jewish Center 

 

 Charles Adrian      Jackie & Art Schein   Jerry Starr 

 Robin Knee       Lawrence & Nadine Weinberg Laurie Loeber 

 Ann Dairman      Karen & Philip Nagel  Brad Holstein 

 Arleen Greenstein     Patricia & Elliot Rassin  Marshall Krugman

 Elayne Eisenstein      Grace & Charlie Oksenberg Anne Seigelbaum 

 Stephen Rosenberg   Leslie & Peter Levine  Barbara Kipnis 

 Mal Gang        Mark Feldman      

 Phoebe Pollinger  
 

THANK YOU 

 TO  

MARTINE JAFFE  

 

FOR HER DEDICATED  

SERVICE TO  

THE CLIFTON JEWISH 

CENTER AND THE  

NORTH  

JERSEY JEWISH  

SINGLES GROUP 

Thank you to Mildred Goldfarb Charitable 

Trust for their generous donation 
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TU B’SHEVAT - NEW YEAR OF TREES 
Tu B’Shevat, the new year for the Trees, will be celebrated on Monday  

February 6th. The word “Tu,” pronounced “too” is constructed from the He-

brew letters “tet” and “vav”.  “Tet” is the ninth letter in the Hebrew alphabet; 

“vav” is the sixth.  Nine + Six = Fifteen.  B’Shevat means in the month of 

Shevat.  The custom on Tu B’Shevat is to eat fruits from the seven species for which the Land of 

Israel is praised: A land of wheat and barley and grape vines and fig trees and pomegranates, a 

land of olive trees and date trees and honey (Deut. 8:8). 
 

The proper blessing before eating the fruit is:  Baruch Atah Ado-nai Elohai-nu Melech Haolam 

boray pri ha-aitz. Blessed are you G-d, King of the Universe, Who creates the fruit of the tree. 
 

On Tu B’Shevat, it is also customary to eat a new fruit (a seasonal fruit that you have not yet 

tasted this season), and to say the following blessing:  Baruch Atah Ado-nai, Elohai-nu Melech 

HaOlam, sheh-he-che-yanu vi-kee-yimanu vi-hee-gee-yanu laz-man ha-zeh. Blessed are You G-d, 

King of the Universe, Who has kept us alive, sustained us, and brought us to this season. 

 

NOVEMBER 1, 2022 

 

CJC TO CO-EXIST 

WITH CLIFTON 

CHEDER 

 

 

THE CJC  

WELCOMES THE 

CLIFTON CHEDER  

DAY SCHOOL 

 FOR GIRLS 



  The Bulletin                      Page 8 

     

  COMING IN LATE FEBRUARY 

This year, the CJC is once again offering its  

successful way to wish your friends and family  

a “HAG  PURIM.”  PURIM begins Monday 

 evening March 6th 

As a  fundraiser, we will be offering a beautiful 

 personalized Purim greeting to be sent to your friends and relatives.  Sending 

these greetings will support the CJC and is a lovely way to acknowledge friend-

ship.  You will be receiving your form from last year in late February and if you 

want to, you can add or delete recipients. Please send your completed form back 

to the Center by Tuesday February 14th 

      

      

   To the ancient Israelites, the earth itself was alive. The 

       environmental laws in  the Torah are  based on  this wisdom.   

Three thousand years ago Jews did not  have words for the environment and 

ecology.  What they had was the belief  that a  good life depended  on pre-

serving the land and the trees.  This was a  central theme in Judaism which 

we express when we celebrate Tu B’Shevat. 


